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"so that if there remain but one thing more to be
desired in order to the consummation of its perfect
felicity, how infinitely were it to be wished, that
whilst the beauty and benefit of the city increased
in one part, the deformity and apparent ruin of it
might cease on the other; but this we are to hope
for when, to bring this monstrous body into shape
and scatter these ungovernable enormities, either
the restraint of building irregularly shall polish the
suburbs or (which I rather could wish) some royal
purchase contract and demolish them.55
This translation appeared in 1664, was republished
in 1669, and in 1697 Evelyn brought out another
edition, adding to it a considerable essay of his
own, "An account of Architects and Architecture/5
with a prefatory address to Sir Christopher Wren.
In this address there is an interesting reference to St.
Paul's.
"I have named St. PauFs and truly not without
admiration, as oft as I call to mind (as frequently
I do) the sad and deplorable condition it was in
when (after it had been made a stable of horses and
a den of thieves) you, with other gentlemen and
myself were by the late King Charles named Com-
missioners to survey the dilapidations and to make
report to His Majesty in order to a speedy reparation.
You will not, I am sure, forget the struggle we had
with some who were for patching it up anyhow (so
the steeple might stand) instead of new building
which it altogether needed; when (to put an end to
the contest) five days after that dreadful conflagra-
tion happened out of whose ashes this Phoenix is
risen and was by providence designed for you: the
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